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March 11, 2013 
NAC Membership Meeting 
Mom & Pop’s 
331 Bayview Road 
Norfolk, VA  23503 
 
1. Club President, Doug Johnson, called the meeting to order at 7:00 
PM. 
 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Attendees:  6 of the 10 members of the board were present. 
 
President    Doug Johnson 
Treasurer    Ned Smith 
Secretary    Jack Ince 
Events Coordinator  Tom Hubert 
Guard    Ben Capps 
Member at Large   Carroll Howard 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report (from Treasurer, Ned Smith): 
 
 Wells Fargo checking account $  3,101.18 
 Wells Fargo savings account  $  4,750.13 
 Fidelity money market account $  2,566.49 
 
 Grand Total    $10,417.80 
 
5.  Old Business: Please send all pictures and fishing reports to Jack 
Ince, jffince@gmail.com, for consolidation and forwarding to our Wireline 
editor, Harry Hindmarsh, and to our webmaster, Pat Hirsch. 
 
6.  New Business: 
 

a. Congratulations to Ike Eisenhower on the birth of granddaughters 
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Kenzie and Avery on March 7. 
b. Get-well-soon wishes to Janet Taylor (wife of NAC VP Neal), who 

was injured in a car accident on March 11. 
c. Get ready to visit our new NAC webpage at 

http://www.norfolkanglersclub.com. 
 
7.  Fishing Reports:  The cold and stormy weather dropped water 

temperatures 5 in the last week, pretty much shutting down bay and 
ocean fishing locally. 
 

a. Triangle Wreck: Except for 1 black sea bass, no bites in 42 water 

(need 46 for tog). 
b. Oregon Inlet: Trolling yielded 1 yellow tail and 1 bonito. 
c. Elizabeth River: JB and company caught specks as usual: 3 one 

day; 15-20 another (with a 16” red drum thrown in).  Waer 

temperature around 47. 
 
8. Speaker/Subject of the Night: Lucian Montagna on Deep Dropping 
 

a. Presentation started with a 22-minute video taken on Lucian’s boat, 
Fishin’ Fool.  Penn Big Water Adventures sponsored the video 
starring host Mark Davis, Captain Kevin Kirsch, and Captain 
Lucian.  After the video, which featured deep dropping action out to 
80 miles off Virginia Beach, Lucian gave a detailed follow-up 
discussion. 

b. Strategy:  The Norfolk Canyon at the 100-fathom curve holds lots 
of fish, but it is under a lot of pressure because of its reputation 
and proximity to the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay (60 nmi).  But 
deep dropping can be successful all along the 100-fathom curve, 
well north and south of the Canyon.  Find your own bottom spot.  
Having a good bottom machine is key:  explore the bottom for fish 
while identifying structure and bottom type (hard or mud).  First, 
locate a promising spot on the bottom and then stop--don’t drop 
lines yet.  See how the drift goes (1/2 to 1 1/2 knots OK; greater 
could be a problem getting to and holding bottom).  Then reposition 
above current to your mark and drop lines, allowing time (6 to 12 
minutes) to get the bait to the bottom.  Start shallow (200’ to 300’) 
and drift toward deeper water (700’ to 1,000’).  Blueline tilefish and 
black sea bass will be at the shallower depths on hard bottom and 
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the golden tilefish, wreckfish, blackbelly rosefish, barrelfish, and 
grouper at the deeper end.  Constantly let out  line to bounce the 
bait off the bottom. Keep your drag tight to keep from being 
dragged into holes.  The goldens will often be at the bottom of 
slopes where a shelf levels off into a muddy bottom. Golden tilefish 
construct burrows in mud accumulated on ledges that interrupt the 
slopes of the drop-off. They poke their heads out to ambush 
passing shellfish. 

c. Reel:  High retrieve conventional reels recommended, since can 
take 15+ minutes to retrieve from depths.  Spinning reels are 
successful too.  

d. Bottom tackle: Main line of 65- to 100-lb braid (Lucian spools 
3,000’) leading to a 130-lb 3-way with an 8/0 to 12/0 circle hook on 
a 2’ 200-lb mono leader (bottom fish not leader shy)  and a lighter 
line to a 20+ oz. sinker. Extra-strong Mustad Demon Circle or 
Owner hooks recommended.  Can use multiple hooks in the 
shallower water to bail black sea bass and blueline tilefish, but 
should use only a single hook in the deeper water because of the 1 
wreckfish/grouper limit per angler. A water-activated light on the 
bottom rig can be useful in attracting attention in the pitch darkness 
of the depths. 

e. Bait:  almost any bait will work.  Being tough and durable on the 
hook is a big plus.  Squid, strips of (or whole) bluefish, spot, 
croaker, dolphin, etc. all good.  Lucian buys whole, FRESH squid 
at an Asian market. Metal jigs or a 1 1/2 oz. jighead with a 
chartreuse gulp and a strip of meat also work.  “Big baits for big 
fish” definitely rules in bottom fishing.  You never know what’s 
down there.  

f. Venting:  Pulling a fish up from depths of 200’ to 1,200’ makes 
catch and release (alive) iffy.  Best to “vent” the fish with a special 
needle-like tool to release expanded gases in the swim bladder 
before releasing.  Good idea to set a personal limit (below the legal 
limit) and just quit fishing for a given species when reach it. 

g. All the species mentioned above are delicious eating, and also 
freeze well. 

h. Overall, it was a great presentation that got us thinking about deep 
dropping trips for the future. 

 
9.  50-50 Drawing 
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10. President Johnson adjourned the meeting at 8:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jack Ince 
Secretary NAC 


